334                       A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

Fellows, that ne'er were heard or read of,
"Would long ere this have wrote his head off.

Roch. to Shadwel.

The ladies afford us an infinite variety, and to in-
spect their share in the magic of this age's manage-
ment, would take up a volume by itself; in a word,
they are all magicians, and I won't take upon me to
say, that as witchcraft, generally speaking, has for
some ages been engrossed by the sex, and the pos-
session chiefly lay among the matrons; that is to
say, that none but old women were witches: so now
the same sex seem to have engrossed the sacred
sciences, and the magic lies, in short, all among the
ladies. Who shall enter into the description of it ?
The magic of their wit, 0 how subtle! the magic
of their beauty, how exquisitely new-fashioned!
and the magic of their tongues, how charmingly
loud! not to say sonorous and musical.

To make these beauties of the sex the more dif-
fusive in their brightest qualifications, and infinitely
more so than was possible in former ages, we have
three new-invented colleges of wit and good manners,
where the ladies receive daily addition to their ordi-
nary acquirements; and which give them infinite
advantage over the past days of their ancestors
(grandmothers), and in the frequent access to which
they must necessarily excel all that went before them.
These are the tea-table, the assembly, and the
masquerade; at the first they learn to be light-
headed, at the second to be light-hearted, and if at
the third they don't learn to be light-heeled, the
defect must lie somewhere else than in the laudable
endeavours of those that set them up in so many
parts of this newly-reformed nation ; whose endea-
vours for the public good can never be enough com-
mended, either in print or in manuscript.

I have had some thought to inquire among all the
real magicians of the times, and especially of the